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The role of HIM professionals has become even more significant as our responsibilities have been recognized. According to
Edna K. Huffman in the Manual for Medical Records Librarians (1941), a medical record librarian (MRL) would have been
responsible for completing records and providing information—the same as today's HIM professional. However, methods
would have been vastly different due to the increased utilization of computers, the transition to the computer-based patient
record, the change from manual to electric typewriters to word processing systems, and increasing regulation/accreditation
standards.

Yet the call for lifelong learning was heard even as far back as the 1940s. According to Huffman in 1941, a medical record
librarian "must not assume that because she becomes a member of the American Association of Medical Record Librarians,
and of her state and local associations, or because she is registered that her goal has been reached and that she can rest on her
laurels. She must keep abreast of changing methods." The same is true today and through the Vision 2006 initiative, this legacy
lives on.
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