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by Donna M. Fletcher, MPA, RRA, HIM practice manager

The role of HIM professionals has become even more significant as our responsibilities have been recognized. According to
Edna K. Huffman in the Manual for Medical Records Librarians (1941), a medical record librarian (MRL) would have been
responsible for completing records and providing information—the same as today's HIM professional. However, methods
would have been vastly different due to the increased utilization of computers, the transition to the computer-based patient
record, the change from manual to electric typewriters to word processing systems, and increasing regulation/accreditation
standards.

Yet the call for lifelong learning was heard even as far back as the 1940s. According to Huffman in 1941, a medical record
librarian "must not assume that because she becomes a member of the American Association of Medical Record Librarians,

and of her state and local associations, or because she is registered that her goal has been reached and that she can rest on her
laurels. She must keep abreast of changing methods." The same is true today and through the Vision 2006 initiative, this legacy

lives on.
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1941 B L)

Sharthand has been replaced by digial amd
woice-recognition dictation eguipment;

reports ane now prepared on word processing sysiems
rather than manual or elecine typewniters.

Clperations repors were diclatel as the MEL ook sharthand,
and the MMRL typed the report friom shorthand.

Statistes are caloulated and isdexes are mantaimed o
compuiers A angle eveat ggers the updatie for all
inderes and statistical caloulations,

Indexes lor diseases. operabions, photographs, and physicians
were manually maintained. requinng each incex cand or bander
pagge o be uplile] for each patent visit—yped or Bandwnlken.
Thasas in larger Tacilities may Bave been forunate enough

usa kisy-punched cards for indesing. This requined the wse of a
punch machane amilar to a fypetvnler, a soer that
automabically asembled cards ol 3 mven group, and a @bulaling
machine, which selected and @bulated spealic lems

Facility daily, mondhly, and annwal statistics of all Kinds—
census. average daily census, discharpe days, length of stay,
ete,—were all reconded and calculated manually.

Procedures o ensure an accurate WP were similar o those
used iy however, the MP consisted of alphabetically
filed index cands,

A member of the medical records committee reviewed every
contpleted mecord before it could be permanestly Tled.

The MEL may have been responsible for the medical library,
preparning letiers For physicians, processing mail, ard serding
ielegrmms

Physicians were nequired to do tbeir own coding, but becanss
some did not the MELS leamed how o code

https://bokold.ahima.org/doc?0id=60819

The MMPl—no longer on index cards—is the vital daka set

in all compuder systems that link patient, [peTsom, oF member
activity within an crganization (or unll.'rprim] arel acrass
patient care setlings— not just within a sin[l,l'nn facility,

Medical record health information commitiees no loager
review records of all discharged patiesis. They are now
responsible for setfing policy and steering the fransition o a
compuier-based patiest record.

With Intermet access. information resources ane fo longer
limited b the medical library, Whils telegrams arg still
used. the telepbons is used extensively and electronic mail
is becoming increasingly popular, Networking with col-
leagues has been simplified through e-mail listservs,
clectronic bulletin boards, and elemedicing serdces

Ceding guidelines ane far too complex and change rapidly.
Comssquently, phiysicians no longer code. Due to confinually
inereasing regulation and accreditation standards,
documentation requirements have inereased accordingly,
Fecord completion is done as much on paper as on the
computer, (e, through the use of electronie signatures and
cnline review of documentation).
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